A HISTORY OF POLAND
difficulty was enhanced by the hostility of the queen
to his only son. He was sorely tried, too, by the growing
dissensions caused by die advocates of the reformed
religion, against whom, as we shall see later, he thought
it necessary to take extreme measures. He died at the
age of eighty-one, on April I, 1548; and his beautiful
but rapacious queen carried off her immense treasure
of Polish gold to Italy, there to end her days. His long
reign had resulted in much good for Poland. He had
foiled the treasonable designs of Glinski in Lithuania,
which might otherwise have divided the kingdom.
He had secured the way to the Baltic and Danzig
in the face of opposition from Prussia. He had ended
for the time the enmity of Austria. And he had kept
the ambitious Muscovite in check.
His son, Sigismund II., had a personal battle to fight
when he ascended the throne. He had secretly married
Barbara Radziwill, daughter of the Lithuanian noble
" Black " Radziwill, one of the wealthiest and largest
landowners of the Grand Duchy, but a Calvinist whose
zeal had turned to tyranny. Lithuania was a stronghold of
the Greek Church, and Michael Radziwill was abhorred
there for his religious views. The news of this match,
announced by Sigismund to the Diet of Lithuania after
his father's death, was received in respectful silence. The
Lithuanians would not question any act of their Grand
Duke, though they had their own unfavourable opinion
of it. But the Poles were different. The Diet of 1548
called urgently upon the king to put away his wife;
and this he stubbornly refused to do. In the painful
scene that followed he reminded them that the word of
a king had been given, and that he would not retract
it. Two years later Barbara was crowned at Cracow
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